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In a televised message Jan. 30, President Luis Alberto Lacalle announced plans to reorganize the
cabinet aimed at attaining the "broadest base possible" to guarantee a solid majority in Congress.
The Congress spent 16 months debating tax reform and privatization legislation. Lacalle said such
delays were unacceptable in the face of Uruguay's entrance in the Southern Cone Common Market
(MERCOSUR). On Feb. 7, Lacalle made the following cabinet appointments: Economy - Ignacio de
Posadas, National Party (PN); Housing and Environment - Jose Maria Mieres Muro, PN; Energy,
Industry and Mining - Eduardo Ache, Batllista faction, Colorado Party; Agriculture, Livestock
and Fisheries - Alvaro Ramos; central bank president - Enrique Braga, PN. The Broad Coalition
Front and New Space (Nuevo Espacio) parties both refused to participate in the new cabinet, while
spokespersons for the Radical Batllista faction of the Colorado party said members would support
Lacalle in the legislature but not participate in the cabinet. The Radical faction conditioned support
on a deepening of Lacalle's neo- liberal economic reform policies. (Sources: Notimex, 01/30/92;
Spanish news service EFE, 01/30/92, 02/07/92, 02/08/92; Agence France-Presse, 01/30/92, 01/31/92,
02/03/92, 02/06/92, 02/07/92)
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